Sound Production Cues


	SOUND
	VISUAL
	GESTURE/

TACTILE
	HOW?
	PLACE
	VOICING

	s
	snake

(hiss)
	· place your finger under the lower lip on the left side

· lightly draw your finger across to the right side while producing the sound
	· long

· skinny air
	· tongue up in front near “bumpy spot”

· lips spread back

· teeth together
	· quiet sound

	z
	bee 
(buzz)
	· same as “s” PLUS one hand on voice box to indicate voicing
	· long

· skinny air
	· tongue up in front near “bumpy spot”

· lips spread back

· teeth together
	· noisy sound

	sh
	fish 
(fat fish face)
	· place your thumb on one cheek and the index and middle fingers on the opposite cheek

· apply slight forward pressure while saying the sound
	· long

· fat air
	· tongue behind “bumpy spot”

· lips rounded
	· quiet sound

	ch
	train 
(choo-choo)
	· use cues for “sh” but apply a brisk, forward squeezing motion of the fingers to suggest a greater air explosion
	· short

· fat, pushed air
	· tongue up behind “bumpy spot”

· lips rounded
	· quiet sound

	th
	naughty (tongue out)
	· use your finger and thumb to pretend to pull tongue between teeth as you say “th”
· if voiced, place one hand on voice box
	· long
· tongue cooler
	· tongue between teeth
· lips slightly retracted
	· quiet or noisy

	r
	lion
(roar)
	· place thumb and middle finger on opposite cheeks approximately at the upper molar positions
	· long
· back tongue lifter
	· sides of tongue up near back molars
· lips slightly retracted
	· noisy sound

	SOUND
	VISUAL
	GESTURE/

TACTILE
	HOW?
	PLACE
	VOICING

	l
	music note
(la-la-la)
	· place index and middle finger above the upper lip just below the nose
· lightly draw down toward the border of the upper lip while producing the sound
	· long
· front tongue lifter
	· tongue on the “bumpy spot”
· lips slightly retracted
	· noisy sound

	f
	cat
	· place index finger horizontally under the lower lip

· lightly roll the lower lip in and under the upper teeth while producing the sound
	· long

· lip cooler
	· top teeth biting the lower lip
	· quiet sound

	v
	vacuum
	· same as “f” PLUS one hand on voice box to indicate voicing


	· long

· lip cooler
	· top teeth biting the lower lip
	· noisy sound

	k
	carrot

(crunch)
	· touch index finger to the TMJ joint near your ear
	· short


	· back of tongue up against roof of mouth to scrape air out
	· quiet sound

	g
	glass

(gulping)
	· same as “k” PLUS one hand on voice box to indicate voicing
	· short
	· back of tongue up against roof of mouth to scrape air out
	· noisy sound

	t
	clock
(ticking -- tutu)
	· touch lightly above upper lip with your index finger
· remove your finger as you say the sound
	· short
	· tip of tongue up behind teeth to “tap out air”
	· quiet sound

	d
	dad
	· same as “t” PLUS one hand on voice box to indicate voicing
	· short
	· tip of tongue up behind teeth to “tap out air”
	· noisy sound

	SOUND
	VISUAL
	GESTURE/

TACTILE
	HOW?
	PLACE
	VOICING

	p
	bubble

(pop)
	· touch the lower lip with your index finger

· remove your finger as you say the sound
	· short
	· lips touching and “pops” air out
	· quiet sound

	b
	baby
	· same as “p” PLUS one hand on voice box to indicate voicing


	· short
	· lips touching and “pops” air out
	· noisy sound

	m
	cow

(moo)
	· place index finger alongside the nose to feel the vibration
	· long
	· lips pressed together

· air through nose
	· noisy sound

	n
	horse

(neigh)
	· place index finger alongside the nose to feel the vibration
	· long
	· lips open

· tongue on “bumpy spot” behind front teeth
	· noisy sound

	ng
	
	· place index finger alongside the nose to feel the vibration
	· long
	· lips open

· back of tongue up touching back of the top of the mouth
	· noisy sound

	w
	whistle
	· place your thumb and index finger at opposite corners of the lips

· apply slight inward pressure to indicate lip rounding when saying the sound
	· long
	· lips rounded (like in a kiss)

· tongue low in mouth
	· noisy sound

	h
	owl

(whoo-whoo)
	· place open hand in front of mouth to “feel” the air


	· short
	· mouth open

· tongue down
	· quiet sound


